SAL.              .             511
When such person after the persecution was over, returned to the profession of CHRIST, they were obliged to undergo a very rigid penance hefore they could he re-admitted into the Church. It must be observed, that Sacrificati is their denomination as penitents, after their return to the faith. Those who continued in idolatry were simply apos-tates. See Libellatici and Tkurificati.
SACRILEGE. The act of violating or subjecting sacred things to profanation ; or the desecration of objects consecrated to GOD. Thus, the robbing of churches or of graves, the abuse of sacred vessels and altars, by employing them for unhallowed purposes, the plundering and misappropriation of alms and donations, &c. are acts of sacrilege, which in the ancient Church were punished .with great severity.
SADDUCEES'. A famous sect among the Jews; so called it is said, from their founder Sadoc. It began in the time of Antigonus, of Socho, president of the Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, and teacher of the law in the principal divinity school of that city. Antigonus having often, in his lectures, inculcated to his scholars that they ought not to serve GOD in a servile manner, but on}y out of filial love and fear, two of his scholars, Sadoc and Baithus, thence inferred that there were no rewards at all after this life; and, therefore, separating from the school of their master, they thought there was no resurrection nor future state, neither angel nor spirit. (Mat. xxii. 23. Acts, xxiii. 8.) They seem to agree greatly with the Epicureans ; differing however in this, that though they denied a future state, yet they allowed the power of GOD to create the world; whereas the followers of Epicurus denied it. It is said also, that they rejected the Bible, except the Pentateuch; denied predestination; and taught, that GOD had made man absolute master of all his actions, without assistance to good, or restraint from evil.
SAINT. A person either in the flesh or out of it who is eminent for piety.
SALVATION means the safety or preservation of any thing that has been or is in danger; but it is more par-' ticularly used by us to denote our deliverance from sin and hell, and the final enjoyment of GOD in a future state, through the Mediation and Atonement of JESUS CHRIST.                             xiu